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* WASHINGTON, Scb. Injustice De- 
upartnient sources daid today that “leglti- 
rhiate questions of national security’* were 
vst issue in the grand jury investigation 
'of possible perjury by Richard M. Helms, 
‘the former Director of Cenlral Intelli- 
gence, nnd that Attorney General Griffin 


B. Bell might have fb decide whether they 
wero , serious enotigh to^preVpnt the de- 
partment from seekmg art Indictment. 


>t the same tlmei however, the sources 
"denied that any. decision: had' yet been 
Jnade' to indict Mr. Heljns. They also 
denied that pressure was being exerted 
^>n thfe deportment to delay any action 
until a decision wajs made on the “Presii 
dential level.” f 'V! 


•ijTheir statements came In response td 
a copyrighted article in The Wilmington 
(Del.) Sunday News Journal that quoted 
Government sources as saying that a 
“runaway” grand jury wanted to Indict 
Mr. Helms, but that Justice Department* 
prosecutors Were under pressure to delay 
any action until a “Presidential-level” 
decision had been made. £ * ; ' 

•1 ■’ - / Reason for Pressure Cited 
The heWspap**’ said one reason, that, 
such- pressure was being applied was that 
Mr; Helms allegedly had told former col- 
leagiie^at' the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy that, If he were IndlctecT he would 
say that, former Secretary of state Henry 
A. Kissinger told him to He. . ’ 1 " * 
Neither Mr. Helms nor his attorney, 
Edward Bennett Williams, could be 
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reached for cdnpmeijt todayf tut seyeril 
sources at th c Justice' Department Said 
that no such Jnformatidn had ever been 
conveyed to them: rt •* ( ’ y'-. 

'Robert Stevenson, a spokesman for the 
department, said today that he had been 
assured that rto White House • pressure 
had been exerted on the criminal dlvlsjon, 
Which is handling the grand jury Investi- 
gation, and that'tho, department did not 
have- a . “runaway”, %tand.<juhrj:on ylts 
hands.-' m If,/*: 4 • , v. tj-v \vMih yfop *4 

At thd Sam6 time, ‘twd‘dtht^depkrtnitnt 
official* said * that * ' final vdecialon on 
whether to seek an indictment of Mr. 
Helms had not been reached, but that; 
even if the department concluded that 
he* had lied under oath, It would have 
to^edhte to grips with national security 


considerations before deciding on whetW 
er to prosecute the case. 

The essence of the problem, the officials 
said, was that, to prosecute a possible 
charge of perjury, they would haVe t6 
introduce great amounts of material 
about the inner workings of the C.I.A.- 
and Us cover/: operations In Chile Into 1 
th* court record. • 

• ■( -y .‘Legitimate Security Issue* 

i‘s *'Thcre!s nothing 'sinister about It,” a 
department official; snid. “It’s simply a 
hard, cold fact that we have a legitimate 
national , security «|ssuo' that wo might 
•have to face.** < 

He and another official both said that. 
In the event the prosecutors felt they had 
enough evidence to seek an Indictment 
of Mr. H elms, Mr., B elt would probably 

“have tp' decide whether any national se-’ 
curity Implications -might outwegih the 
Value of a prosecution for perjury. 

> Mr. Helms was’ notified .by . the Justice 
.Department last month ' that he was ; A‘ 
target of a Federal grand jury investiga- 
tion. The grand jury, which is meeting 
here, reportedly is hearing allegations 
that Mr. Helms' and officials of the Inter- 
national Telephone and Telegraph Corpo- 
ration were involved In a conspiracy to 
fabricate and coordinate statements they, 
made during a Senate investigation in 
,19J73 Jnto:].T,T. and CJLA. activities In'; 
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I at, which officials from the I.T.T. and the 
C. I. A: testified repeatedly that there 
fhad been no exchanges of- Intelligence 
information or pther covert contacts be- 
tween them concerning Chile. 



J.T.T.' officials who alro WeWteportroiy 
being Investigated — Harold Geneerv the 
president, and John A. McCone, a compa- 
ny director and former head of the C.I.A. 
— were not likely to be indicted. . . 


In 1975, the Senate Select Committee 
On intelligence obtained Jhformation r that 
tho I.T.T^ after obtaining advice^rotn the 
,C.LA. on- how to proceed, , in fact hacj 
lunnblra $350,000 In cash to a conserva- 
tive opponent of President Slavador Al- 
lende Gossens of Chile, whose Marxist 
Government was overthrown by a mili- 
tary Junta in September 1973. 

i, One Justice Department official Yaid 
today that Mr. Helms was the only target 
.of the : investigation. He said that two 


